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ABSTRACT 

 

Wulandari, Indah. 2024. An Analysis of Gender Representation in Folklores from 

Central Kalimantan. Thesis. English Education Study Program, Language 

and Art Education Department, Teacher Training and Education Faculty, 

University of Palangka Raya. Advisor: (I) Erma Sujiyani, S.S., M.Pd., (II) 

Olga Dona Retsi, M.Pd.  

Keywords: Folklore, Gender Representation, Gender Stereotype 

Folklore is frequently used as teaching media and entertainment tools for 

children. However, folklore is suspected to contain gender stereotype. This study 
aims to examine how men and women are represented as well as the gender 

stereotypes attached to them.  

The method used in the present study is the descriptive qualitative method. 

The source of data is the text from 28 stories in Central Kalimantan’s folklores 

collection published by the Ministry of Education and Culture in 1982 and 1995. 

Gender representation is analyzed through the roles and behavior of the characters in 

the story. As for investigating gender stereotypes attached to the characters in 

folklore, the researcher used 4 categories of gender stereotypes by Zuhro (2018) 

which are (1) personality traits, (2) domestic behaviors, (3) occupations, and (4) 

physical appearances.  

The result of the study shows there is an imbalanced representation of men 

and women in Central Kalimantan folklores. From the total of 106 characters, men’s 

representation is 60.37% and women’s representation is 39.42%. Men are often being 

the main characters in the story. They possess superior roles such as king, warrior, 

and man with magical power. On the contrary, most characters represented by women 

possess inferior roles and barely contribute to the storyline. It is also found that there 

are 62 cases of gender stereotypes promoted by 58 characters in the stories. The 

gender representation and stereotypes that attached to men and women found in the 

stories indicate that folklore from Central Kalimantan is heavily influenced by the 

patriarchal ideology. A critical view is needed in selecting folklore as educational 

tools for children. 
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